
Llanharan Post Office
As pointed out in last months article, the Corner Shop has been declared the preferred option to 
house the Post Office, but before that can be ratified there needs to be a 6 week consultation 
period to allow for any objections. This period is from18th October to 29th November however, it is 
expected that barring any serious objections the timescale for the transfer of early January 2014 
should still be met 

Llanharan Medical Centre 
Report by Cllr Rev Phillip Poynor - Bryncae and Llanilid Ward    

In July the Community Council was invited to a meeting with Llanharan Medical Centre to discuss 
the appointments system and what effect the continued increase to the population would have on 
the Centre.  Cllr John Bowman and I attended the meeting at Pencoed Medical Centre on the 30th 
of August.  We were warmly welcomed and had a cordial and constructive meeting with the 
surgery manager, Joanne Carter, and senior partner Dr Price.  We discussed the open-access 
morning walk-in consultations, which we felt much improved of late for which we offered our 
congratulations.  It was explained to us that this was brought about by the introduction of a timed 
appointments system as opposed to the previous block appointments.  We must accept however 
that even when given a time for an appointment that this cannot be guaranteed as it is dependent 
on the doctor’s workload and any emergencies

Further changes to improve waiting times have either been introduced or are to be done so shortly. 
Changes include the employment of a new doctor, Dr Sharma, additional afternoon surgeries and 
the increase of telephone appointments for queries, for patients not requiring a consultation.  Also, 
a trial of combining the two surgeries into one location of an afternoon, at the main site in Pencoed, 
with patients from our community being offered appointments at Pencoed.  All these measures it is 
hoped will improve the service in the near future

Some residents had asked if the surgery could be better utilised during the evening and at 
weekends by bringing in additional doctors.  We were assured that this had already been 
investigated with the outcome being that it had not been possible to work extended hours and the 
alternative of employing a Locum was far too expensive to be viable

Another factor to consider is that Pencoed, which is the parent surgery, is part of the Abertawe Bro 
Morgannwg University Trust (ABMU), and Llanharan which is a satellite of Pencoed is in the Cwm 
Taf Trust area.  This means that ABMU are funding a practice outside their Trust area which 
inevitably leads to some complications regarding finance and administration

The Practice has for a long time been looking for new and larger premises in our area and 
declared an interest in the new proposed Medical Centre due to be built as part of the Llanilid 
development.  Again, there are funding difficulties between the two Trusts.  An added difficulty we 
learned, is that Welsh  Government has put on hold the signing-off of all new constructions, while 
waiting for new regulations covering their build, and it is believed this includes the proposed new 
Centre at Llanilid.  This could delay its building by at least 4 to 5 years        

The 3 present housing developments under construction locally could add a further 860 patients to 
Llanharan Centre’s patient list by the spring of 2014, with the Parc Llanilid development when it is 
completed adding a further 4,500 patients.  With our increasing lifespan and greater patient 
expectations from our health service, we can foresee the problems that are looming if urgent action 
is not taken.  The Centre has already transferred many residents of Llanharry from its list, to those 
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of surgeries in Pontyclun, in order to maintain its present service to our community.  If action is not 
forthcoming we will reach the point when they will have to close their lists to new residents, 
something they do not want to occur due to the devastating impact it would have on our new 
residents 

We will take these concerns to our Borough Councillors for them to assist in making 
representations to the two health trusts, and we will seek discussions with Janice Gregory A.M. in 
order to gain some insight into the situation with Welsh Government 

I will keep you informed of developments in future articles    

Community Council Small Grants
The final batch of grants were agreed at our last meeting with a total of nearly £15,000 being 
distributed to local groups, a full list of which can be obtained at the Community Council Office at 
the Drop-in Centre

Llanharan Rainbows - one of the recipients of a Community Council Grant
happily providing a flower display at the Monument in Llanharan

Christmas Pantomime - Bryncae Community Centre - 13th December
Last year’s pantomime which was held mid week was such a success that they were inundated 
with requests to hold this year’s pantomime at the weekend, in order that more families could 
attend without the concern of the children having to be up early the next morning for school
So this year, Cinderella, is to be held on Friday 13th December at 7:00pm
Don’t miss out, order your tickets early by contacting Nathan Hughes on 01443  229420 

Senior Citizens’ Christmas Lunch
Application forms for this year’s lunch are now available at your local Post Office.  The dates are 
Llanharan 5th December and Brynna 17th December, both at Llanharan Rugby Club
For further information contact Mrs Gill Richards 01443 222053

Brynna FC - Gentlemen’s Evening -  28th February 2014 
This year’s guest speaker will be Barry Fry, former player, manager, chairman, and star of the TV 
show “The Posh”, along with top comedian Tank Sherman.  To be held at Pontyclun Athletic Club 
Friday 28th February.  Tickets are £35 per person or £300 per table of ten, to include a 3 course 
meal and a Sports Memorabilia Auction
For tickets or further information contact Club Secretary Ray Slade on 07899 924956
or email rayslade1945@hotmail.co.uk  
                         

Future Meeting
The next Community Council meeting will be held at The Drop-in Centre on Thursday 21st 
November at 7:00pm
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A reminder that the minutes of Council meetings can be found at our office at The Drop-in Centre, 
at Post Offices and on our website www.llanharancc.co.uk or www.llanharan.webs.com for mobile 
operating systems
 
Cllr John Bowman
Chairman Llanharan Community Council 
Vice Chairman Llanharan Recreation Ground Trust
Email johnbowman1948@live.co.uk 
Tel:  01443 222135 
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